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NOT THAT YOU NEED A REMINDER BUT...

The definition of decriminalisation is “the removal of criminal sanctions
for the possession and/or use of drugs — and in some cases other
activities such as social supply and cultivation - sometimes civil sanctions
are applied, some models simply do not have any penalties”.

No criminal record

Does not include an escalated approach — essentially criminalises
drug dependency and fails to recognise the impact of overpolicing




TEN YEARS ON WHERE WE ARE

In 2015 27 Countries and 19 jurisdictions

had ended criminal sanctions for
possession (and other related activities)

2025
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By 2025 39 countries have some form of
decriminalisation (this includes US states that

have decriminalised possession of cannabis and
Canada where BC decriminalised possession of 4
drugs). Now there are 6 Jurisdictions.




WHERE HAVE THESE CHANGES OCCURRED

US states — cannabis
legalisation incorporates
model of decriminalisation in

respect of cannabis not
sourced from the legal market
(note youth use in US has
fallen from 23% in 2013 to
17% in 2023, CDC, USA).

A number of Caribbean
countries have decriminalised
cannabis possession and
cultivation for personal use

But as in 2015 most countries
have decriminalised all drugs,
not just cannabis.




DECRIMINALISATION
DEVELOPMENTS
OVER THE LAST
DECADE

-
British Colombia - methamphetamine, cocaine,

heroin, and MDMA (2.59)
-
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Colombia — public drug use
o
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Brazil — decriminalisation of cannabis & creative use

of the requirement to punish
\
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South Africa — cannabis possession and cultivation
decriminalise

o
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Oregon — a success story and scapegoat!
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Portugal adapting its response
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SOUTH AFRICA
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THE BACKLASH

Oregon recriminalises drug
possession after overdoses rocket

The ll?nshfnglqn Post
Once hailed for decriminalizing
drugs, Portugal is now having
doubts

More than 2 years ago
€he New ork Times

OPINION
BRET STEPHENS

The Hard-Drug

Decriminalization Disaster

Brandon Drenon

Oregon has approved a state law that recriminalises drug possession.
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MORE COMPLEX PICTURE

Drug overdose deaths were increasing in Oregon but that was largely linked to the
fact that fentanyl hit the state in 2021.

“ In this cohort study of fatal drug overdose and the spread of fentanyl through
Oregon’s unregulated drug market, no association between M110 and fatal
overdose rates was observed. Future evaluations of the health effects of drug
policies should account for changes in the composition of unregulated drug
markets.”

Zoorob M], Park JN, Kral AH, Lambdin BH, del Pozo B. Drug Decriminalization, Fentanyl, and Fatal

Overdoses in Oregon. JAMA Netw Open. 2024;1(9):e2431612.
doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2024.31612




THE HOMELESSNESS CRISIS ACROSS THE WORLD

The number of homeless people worldwide continues to rise, both in countries that have decriminalized drugs and those with strict
criminalization policies. Decriminalization of drugs isn't the cause of the housing crisis; criminalization of drugs won't solve it either.

The real cause of the housing crisis lies in housing policies and inequality, not drug policy reform. Without housing, people lack private
space to use drugs.

Canada

Vancouver

United States United Kingdom

Oregon
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Services Accessed as
of January 2022

BHRNTribal (16 076%)
Set-aside $11 ’

Measure 110 Funding Allocations,
2021-23(in Millions)

ATC Supplement
$10

ATC
Grants/Tribal
Set-aside $31

= Harm Reduction

ATC = Access to Care = Housing Assistance
BHRN = Behavioral Health Peer Support

‘\..'C\. Screening/Clinical Assessment
) Resource Network .
= Other

; * Service-category specific information defined for 10,843 individuals. Percentages do not add to 100 due

to rounding.

Figure 3. Measure 110 funding

OREGON WAS A SUCCESS



MEANWHILE IN PORTUGAL WHAT WAS
ACTUALLY HAPPENING WAS...

» 2006 Constitutional Court decision re-criminalises possession of drugs
above the ten-day threshold

- 2024 Parliament votes for law that essentially reverses the 2006 court
decision, meaning those caught above threshold can be referred to
Dissuasion Committee

- Parliament also votes to add synthetic opioids to the list of drugs that are
decriminalised
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DECRIMINALISATION WORKS

¢ United Nations common position — UNAIDS guidance recommends no
punishment and reducing police contact

* Research from British Columbia prior to drug decriminalization 83% of
people reported “police-related barriers” to accessing harm reduction
services, this fell to 65% after drug decriminalization was implemented.
Reflects research cited in Higher Education Policy Institute (UK)

* Drug deaths lower in EU countries that have decriminalised drugs

* Drug use does not go up & positive health, social & economic outcomes
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DECRIMINALISATION ONLY PART OF
THE SOLUTION
SAFER SUPPLY

Heroir]_

WARNING WARNING WARNING WARNING
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THANKS!

1.5 MILLION
QUESTIONS? CRIMINAL

RECORDS 74/ POLITICIANS

FOR DRUG DIDN'T GET A
POSSESSION SINGLE ©VIVE
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