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COCAINE IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES  

C ITYW IDE  FOLLOW-UP  SURVEY      

In March 2004 Citywide published the results of a 
survey about the extent to which community 
based drug projects were dealing with the 
problems of cocaine use.   Despite government 
reluctance to acknowledge the problem at the 
time, a number of reports including one from the 
National Advisory Committee on Drugs and indeed 
our survey clearly illustrated that cocaine was 
indeed a growing, real problem.   

 
Two years on, cocaine is widely recognised as 
being readily available and causing major 
problems in our communities; Citywide has once 
again surveyed Drug Projects to see what if 
anything had changed and how local communities 
were responding.  The results of this survey are 
highlight in this newsletter. 

 

So what has changed?  

 
 In 2004, 14% of the projects reported  seeing 

clients with what they then described as 
problematic cocaine use - now 62% of projects 
are seeing clients with cocaine as their main 
drug of choice (see page 2) 

 
 Two years ago 92.6% of projects reported that 

existing clients were using cocaine.  This 
survey reveals that 50% of projects are seeing 
an increase in cocaine use amongst their 
clients since 2004 (see page 2) 

 
 The general health of clients with problematic 

cocaine use is deteriorating and project 
workers are especially worried about the 
mental health of many of their clients.  Due to 
poor injecting habits there is a huge rise in 
clients experiencing abscesses & wounds (see 

page 3) 
 

 

Cocaine in communities 2 years on…  INSIDE  

Stats & comparisons 2004 – 2006   2 

Impact on clients 

- Health 3 

- poly-drug use 3 

- family 3 

- financial & legal 4 

- on communities   4 

- on drug services  5 

- Crack/cocaine 5 

How community drug projects are responding 6 

  

How have Projects and communities 
responded? 
 

 In the intervening 2 years 93% of projects have 
had key workers undertake cocaine training  

 
 Projects saw the development of services for 
cocaine using clients as critical in the last survey, 
since then (of the responding projects) three 
cocaine specific pilot projects have been set up, 
two projects have employed cocaine specific 
project workers and a whole range of services have 
been developed in projects right across the city.   
(see  page 6) 

October 2006 

 

 There is a major concern across all 
projects about the financial and legal 
problems that clients are experiencing and 
the impact that debt is having on families 
through intimidation & reprisals from drug 
dealers and money-lenders.  This is coupled 
with a very sharp rise in violent crime and 
gun related crime (page 4) 

62% of projects are 

now seeing clients 

whose main drug of 
choice is cocaine 

http://www.citywide.ie/


 

 

1. d): Is cocaine use gender specific/ more common within certain age brackets? (28/28) 
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Q1b): Percentage of clients using cocaine?  
  
2006 (26/28)
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Q.1a): Has cocaine use increased among clients 

since 2004?   (28/28) 
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TWO YEARS AGO 92.6% OF PROJECTS REPORTED THAT EXISTING CLIENTS WERE USING COCAINE 

Q.1c): What percentage of clients are using 

cocaine as their primary drug    

   (17/28) 
 
2004: Only 4 Projects were seeing clients that 
were considered to have problematic cocaine use. 

 
2006: 62% of responding projects are seeing 

clients now with cocaine as their primary drug. 
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Q. 2 Cocaine Use - Impact on clients 
      (28/28) 
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Financial & Legal 

90% of projects 

reported an increase in 

violent crime & crimes 

involving fire-arms 
since 2004 
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Crack/cocaine use locally       (21/28) 
 
 

 
 
 
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Impact on Community Drug Services 

 



 

 

New services aimed at cocaine using clients 

Have project workers been able to access cocaine related training?  
 

 
*Merchants Quay Ireland 

** National Drugs Strategy Team 
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93% of projects 

have accessed 

cocaine related 

training since 

2004 
 


