CRUCIAL ROLE OF COMMUNITY VOICE

What is Community Expertise?

Community Expertise is the knowledge and
understanding that people have of what it’s like to

live in their community and of the impact the
drugs problem is having on people’s lives and on
their quality of life.
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QUALITY STANDARDS FOR CIVIL SOCIETY

INVOLVEMENT IN DRUG POLICY

The EU Civil Society Forum on Drugs has produced a Document on Quality Standards
for Civil Society Involvement In Drug Policy which sets out this key principle of EU
Drug Policy

“Involving civil society is not a cherry-picking and box-ticking exercise and it should not be used
to rubber stamp decisions. The autonomy and right of dissent of civil society actors is an
essential and integral part of meaningful engagement in democracies and should be both
expected and respected as part of the process.The purpose of dissent is to ensure that policy is
informed by views and experiences that are wider than those of the state actors alone and it
should be seen in this light as a constructive contribution to the policy-making process.”
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ADDRESSING LINKS BETWEEN DRUGS

AND POVERTY

areas which have been designated, on the basis of objective criteria, as economically and
socially disadvantaged

Trutz Haas report for Dept of Health 2016
The analysis presented confirms the existence of a strong ‘social gradient’ in relation to
problem drug use

> Rabbitte Report 1996
There is a high correlation between the areas where the problem is most acute and the

We hope that the Citizen’s Assembly will also provide an opportunity to look at the
evidence of the strong and persistent link between serious drug problems and poverty,
and the impact of those problems on the poorest communities, and to consider how the
National Drugs Strategy can be part of a broader societal response to addressing poverty,
inequality and marginalisation

CW Submission to Mid-Term Review March 2021

CityWide @

Drugs Crisis Campaign
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RECOGNISING ROLE OF COMMUNITY

DRUG PROJECTS

Community Drug Projects: Responding to drug-related harms
from a community development approach
2020 Citywide report by Dr Aileen O’Gorman,

2014 Barriers or Bridges? Drugs
Rehabilitation Projects - the

Community Road to Recovery

Drug Projects:

Drugs Rehabilitation Projects —
the Road to Recovery

Terponding s drvgrelated havens

o 3 community develogamost approsh (:il_\“'ld(‘
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RECOGNISING ROLE OF COMMUNITY

DRUG PROJECTS

Citywide Videos 2014
The value of Community Drug Rehab
Projects

CityWide €9)

Lifelines
&
Value
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INVESTING IN NATIONAL ANTI-STIGMA

CAMPAIGN

-

Do you xnow

the names

you call me makxe

. . me feel worthless
Addiction - like I'm rubbish?
is a health
issue not
a crime

A Campaign
 Rooted in Evidence.

CityWide

Drugs Crisis Campaign ~

CityWide () -
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ANTI-STIGMA COLLABORATION

C Wid Q C) I %AUE.
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project An Evaluation of the
Co-Design of a CityWide

Pilot Anti-Stigma Training
Programme

FEJ] Trinity College Dublin 0 Comiskinabéinann | This project s supported 2021
u:"g M Coldiste na Triondide, Batle Atha Cliath MM&M Undf'f the lfiSh Human

The University of Dublin agus Comhionannas ; :
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REMOVING CRIMINAL SANCTIONS

CityWide €9

Decriminalisation:

A New Direction
for Drugs Policy?

Is there a difference What are the
between decriminalisation impacts of

and legalisation? being convicted
YES. By decriminalising drugs, a porson found  fOX personal

np of drugs for p use would drug use?
not be given a criminal conviction.

Current

Does decriminalisation
increase drug use?

There is NO that decr
increases drug use.
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Between 1996 and 2020 more than a quarter of a
million (257,765 recorded crimes for possession of
drugs for personal use

Citywide Submissions on
Decriminalisation
R 2015
R 2018
2019
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REMOVING CRIMINAL SANCTIONS

War on Drugs debate 2015

CityWide €9

Drugs Crisis Campaign

Crime &
Punishment

Citywide video 2014
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