
Do�you�know�
the�names�
you�call�me�make
me�feel�worthless�
-�like�I’m�rubbish?

“

stopthestig
ma.ie ”

 

“�They�see�the�
addiction.
�They�don’t�see�us.”
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Go to�stopthestigma.ie

• Watch and share our powerful video 

•  Hear the voices of people who have been rejected and put 
down and how that feels – often over a lifetime.

• Learn more - read our campaign position paper.

Tel: 01-8365090
E: info@citywide.ie

www.citywide.ie

Stigmatisation drives people 
into isolation, danger and back 
into addiction. 
It labels families and 
neighbourhoods.
It destroys people’s 
prospects and
their chances to 
contribute to society.



Stigma destroys people,
families and futures.

Stop the Stigma is a new Citywide Campaign. 
It aims to break down stigma, to shift attitudes and to 
move towards a situation where people who use drugs 
are treated with respect and dignity.

Here are 5 simple Things we can do:
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Start by changing our language. 

We can stop using the offensive word “junkie”. We can 
then begin to name check the other words that are used, 
often without even thinking, to label, reject and put down 
people who use drugs.

Challenge stigma in the delivery of services. 

We can develop education and training programmes 
in collaboration with health care and frontline staff to 
challenge the stigma that people who use drugs can 
experience in public services.
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Support stronger and better-resourced 
community drug programmes. 

We can provide well-resourced Community Drug Projects 
and services to support people who use drugs, their 
families and communities.

End the criminalisation of people who use drugs.

We can view and treat addiction as a health issue not a 
crime.  We can provide evidence to inform the Working 
Group on Alternative Approaches so that it can implement 
the recommendation of the Oireachtas Joint Committee 
on Justice, Defence and Equality to deal with possession 
of drugs for personal use through a harm-reducing and 
rehabilitative approach.

Understand more about the complexity 
of addiction.

We can encourage and support political leadership on 
this issue to ensure that public conversation is informed 
by greater knowledge and understanding of addiction, 
dependency and recovery -  so that fear and blame of 
people who use drugs is reduced.


