


Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Drug Trends in Europe and the new EU Drugs Agenda 

Presentation Overview

• Brief description from my perspective of the international organisations 
setting and planning drug policy and hence services and practice

• The United Nations and the International Narcotics Control Board

• Brief review of the current drug trends globally and across the EU.

• The EU Presidency, Strategy and the European Monitoring Centre for 
Drugs and Drug Addiction

• Overview of the national  policy trends and possible priorities 
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International Instruments 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 2013.  The 
International Drug Control Conventions. United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime. Vienna. [Viewed April 17 2020]. Available from:

https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND/Int_Drug_Co
ntrol_Conventions/Ebook/The_International_Drug_Control_Conventi
ons_E.pdf

UNGASS (2016) Outcome Document of the 2016 United Nations 
General Assembly special session on the world drug problem. United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. Vienna. [Viewed April 17 2020]. 
Available from:  
https://www.unodc.org/documents/postungass2016//outcome/V16
03301-E.pdf

https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND/Int_Drug_Control_Conventions/Ebook/The_International_Drug_Control_Conventions_E.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/postungass2016/outcome/V1603301-E.pdf
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Global Drug Trends: Scale and nature of the 
challenges for prevention and treatment

• Approximately 275 million people worldwide or 5.6% of the global 
population aged 15–64 years, used drugs at least once during 2016.

• In 2015, 450,000 people died as a result of drug use. Of those deaths, 
167,750 were a direct result of drug use disorders, in most cases involving 
opioids.

• Total global opium production jumped by 65% from 2016 to 2017. More 
than 75% of the production area is in Afghanistan.

• Global cocaine manufacture in 2016 reached its highest level ever. Most of 
the world’s cocaine comes from Colombia. The biggest growth in cocaine 
seizures in 2016 took place in Asia and Africa.
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Global Drug Trends: Scale and nature of the 
challenges for prevention and treatment

• The non-medical use of pharmaceutical opioids is of ongoing concern. In 
North America, illicitly sourced fentanyl may be mixed with heroin or other 
drugs. In Europe the non-medical use of methadone, buprenorphine and 
fentanyl has also been reported. 

• In countries in West and North Africa and the Near and Middle East, the 
non-medical use of tramadol which is not under international control, is 
emerging as a substance of concern.

• Many countries are now reporting the non-medical use of benzodiazepines 

• Kratom, a plant-based substance used as traditional medicine in some parts 
of Asia, is emerging as a popular plant-based new psychoactive substance
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The EU Drugs Agenda

• The new EU Drug Strategy and Action 
plan on Drugs 
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs
/sites/taxation/files/docs/body/drug_st
rategy_2013_2020_en.pdf

• The health and security overarching 
priorities

• The EU Presidency and finalising the 
strategy

• The evidence on drug trends across the 
EU

https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/sites/taxation/files/docs/body/drug_strategy_2013_2020_en.pdf
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Background to policy development:
1980s Children sniffing glue 

http://irishmemory.blogspot.com/2014/07/dublin-1980-glue-sniffers.html

http://irishmemory.blogspot.com/2014/07/dublin-1980-glue-sniffers.html
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Background to policy development: 1990s HIV/AIDS epidemic
https://catherinecomiskeytheladyprofessor.wordpress.com/ and http://acet.ie/projects/quilt-group/

Patricia’s story: At the age of seven  in the 1970s when most little girls in 

the Ireland were preparing for their first holy communion and were excited 

about their new dress and the big day out, Patricia was sexually abused.

At the age of 15 in 1980, when most young girls were thinking about 

school, school friends and the pending ‘inter cert’, Patricia injected drugs.

At the age of 20 in 1985, when same sex partnership was a criminal 

offence and would remain so until 1993, Patricia had her first relationship 

with another woman.

At the age of 24 in 1989, when homosexuality was still illegal, when AIDS 

raged across the globe and after many relationships with men and injecting 

drug use, Patricia was diagnosed as HIV positive.

At the age of 45 in 2010, when harm reduction was the prevailing 

treatment philosophy, Patricia was required to undergo regular urine 

screening and pee in a cup while in treatment.

https://catherinecomiskeytheladyprofessor.wordpress.com/
http://acet.ie/projects/quilt-group/
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Current Policy Debates
Decriminalisation; Hidden Harms; Safe Injecting; Ageing; Stigma and Beyond
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This House Concludes:

• The aim of this lecture was to provide an overview of the 
international and national organisations setting the policy and 
hence practice agenda. 

• We highlighted  UN global documents which set the policy agenda 
to the EMCDDA who monitor drug trends for Europe.

• The new EU Action Plan on Drugs will highlight Security and 
Health. 

• In my opinion we also need now more than ever to ensure that 
health remains a priority given the security agenda. 



Thank you
email Catherine.Comiskey@tcd.ie

Twitter @ComiskeyCath
Blog Catherine Comiskey, The Lady Professor


